
 

Cork Educate Together Secondary School 

ADMISSIONS POLICY (2018 onwards) 

 

1. School Details 

Address (temporary): c/o Nagle Community College, Mahon, Cork 

Email: secretary@cetsl.ie 

Website: www.cetsl.ie 

Phone number: 021 4357030 

Mobile number: 089 7026872 

Principal: Colm O’Connor 

Roll Number: 68263P 

Start and Finish Times: 8:30-3:25 (except Wednesday- 12:45 finish) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@cetsl.ie


Year Groups catered for: 

2016: First Year only 

2017: First-Second Year 

2018: First-Third Year 

2019: First to Transition Year (compulsory) 

2020: First to Fifth Year 

2121: First to Sixth Year 

 

2. Introduction 

The Admissions Policy for the school has been published in accordance with the 

requirements of the Education Act, 1998 and provides, within the context of the school’s 

resources, for equality of access and participation in the school for all young people in our 

society whatever their social, religious and cultural background and whether or not they 

have a disability or Special Educational Needs.  

The admissions policy of Cork ETSS will reflect at all times the educational philosophy and 

aims of our patron, Educate Together. The admissions policy will also, at all times, reflect the 

school’s mission and the ethos upon which our individual school has been founded. 

 

3. Vision 

Cork Educate Together Secondary School (CETSS) is an equality-based, co-educational 

secondary school recognised by the Department of Education and Skills (DES). As such, it 

operates within the regulations laid down by the DES.  The school follows the curricular 

programmes prescribed by the Department, which may be amended from time to time, in 

accordance with Sections 9 and 30 of the Education Act, 1998.  

Our vision is for a model of second-level school that places the student – your child – at its 

centre. We are creating a vibrant, welcoming school community to which every student feels 

a real sense of belonging. We use the best teaching and learning methods to enable each 

individual student to reach their full academic and social potential.  

 



4. Mission 

CETSS aims to provide an education that will enable and inspire all students to develop their 

own values, contribute meaningfully to their communities, embrace the rights and 

responsibilities of active citizenship in a democratic society and to develop the knowledge 

and skills necessary to live their lives and to build their careers in the 21st century.  

5. Our Ethos 

Educate Together Schools are committed to the values laid down in Educate Together’s 

Charter. The four cornerstones of the Educate Together ethos provide an education that is: 

 Equality-based, i.e. all learners having equal rights of access to the school, and children 

of all social, cultural and religious backgrounds being equally respected. 

 Learner-centred in its approach 

 Co-educational and committed to encouraging all children to explore their full range 

of abilities and opportunities. 

 Democratically managed with active participation by parents in the daily life of the 

school, whilst positively affirming the professional role of the teachers. 

This means that all members of the school community, whatever their social, cultural or belief 

background, work together in an atmosphere of dignity and respect.  Students follow an 

ethical curriculum, which includes learning about different religions and belief systems. Our 

ethos provides a strong moral, ethical and spiritual framework for the whole school 

community, and informs all policies and practices in the daily life of the school.  

The Board of Management upholds the characteristic spirit of the school by exercising its 

policy-making and decision-making responsibilities in co-operation with all partners in the school-

community.  

6. Eligibility Criteria 

• Applicants must have reached twelve years of age by January 1st of their first year in Cork 

ETSS, that is, 1st January 2019 and should be no older than is appropriate to their peers.  

• Enrolment will begin approximately 1.5 years before a student would start in First Year. For 

example: Enrolment for First Year will occur when students are in their first term of 5th Class 

in primary.  



• Students should have completed a primary school programme including 6th Class or 

equivalent before entering the school.  

• The applicant’s original birth certificate and two passport photos must accompany 

applications.  

In determining admissions, the Board of Management shall take account of Department of 

Education and Skills regulations in relation to staffing, class size and class average. The Board 

of Management shall also have regard to issues such as physical space, the presence of 

children with special educational and/or behavioural needs and our ability to meet those 

needs within our resources and context.  

7. Transfers from Other Second-Level Schools  

The same general principles of fairness and equality will apply to the acceptance of pupils into 

years other than first year. Applications may be made throughout the academic year though 

they are subject to the school's Admissions Policy. 

The parents / guardians of students requesting a transfer from another post-primary school 

will be supplied with this admissions policy and are required to: 

 1)  Agree to their current Principal filling in a Student Enquiry Form. This may also involve a 

follow up telephone call with the School Principal from the current/past school to discuss the 

particular circumstances of the transfer application and current needs of the student.  

2) Provide copies of school reports from the previous school.  

3) Be willing to accept the school ethos  

4)   Provide written confirmation in which the parents/guardians and the student accept the 

Code of Behaviour of the school.  

An application may be refused for any of the following reasons:  

1) That no space/accommodation exists in the year group  

2) That the relevant subject options are not available mid-year  

3) The Board of Management reserves the right, in exceptional circumstances, to refuse an 

application for admission. In such a case, parents or guardians will have the right to appeal 

under Section 29(1) (c) of the Education Act 1998. 

 



8. Places will be offered to applicants in the following priority order:  

Priority 1.  

Priority 1 will be given to applicant students who are either the siblings of children currently 

attending the school or are the children of staff members. This aims to recognise and facilitate 

the logistical demands of families of the existing school community.  

Priority 2.   

As directed by the Department of Education and Skills at the time of the foundation of the 

school, 30 places will be allocated to students who, at the time of application, attend 

Carrigaline ETNS and Midleton ETNS.  

Students who satisfy the above criterion have automatic access if places are available under 

this criterion. After the initial application period has passed, Priority 2 places will be offered 

on a first-come-first-served basis when there is a lesser amount of applications than places. 

If the number of applications is greater than the places available, then all of the Priority 2 

places will be allocated based on a random selection. Students who do not receive offers 

based on this selection will be placed on a waiting list based on the hierarchy established by 

the random selection. 

Priority 3. 

Children living in the designated catchment area for the school, which is the “Cork South 

Suburbs” geographical area as defined in the attached Department of Education and Skills 

map (see Appendix 1).  Students who satisfy the above criterion have automatic access if 

places are available in the school. Priority 3 places will be offered on a first-come-first-served 

when there is a lesser amount of applications than places.  

If the number of applications is greater than the places available, then all of the Priority 3 

places will be allocated based on a random selection. The children who do not receive offers 

based on this selection will be placed on a waiting list based on the hierarchy established by 

the random selection.  

NB: Proof of residence – where residency is a criterion for admission according to Priority 3, 

proof of residence may be sought (2 utility bills, ESB, Gas, Eir, UPC etc.).  

Priority 4  

Students  who,  at  time  of  application,  attend  an  Educate Together  National  School.  

Places will be offered on a first come first served basis.  



Priority 5 

All other applicants. Places will be offered on a first come first served basis.  

Parents/guardians and /or students over 18 years of age may appeal a decision to refuse to 

admit to The Secretary General of the Department of Education under Section 29 of the 

Education Act, 1998. Such appeals should be in writing and made within 42 days of the 

notification of such a decision (Circular M48/01).  

9. Special Needs  

The Board of Management must be made aware of any special needs as early as  

possible so that these needs can be assessed and addressed where possible.  

To assist the Board of Management in meeting needs it is essential that the Board is  

fully informed of the student’s educational history and the resources required to  

provide an educational service appropriate to the applicant’s best interests. 

10. Ratification 

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management of CETSS on 22nd December 2016 and 

will be reviewed on an annual basis. 

 

Eric Hurley       Colm O’Connor 

Chairperson       Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 

 

Procedure for Student Entry, September 2018 

• Admissions application forms will be available from January 1st 2017.  

• Forms can be completed electronically at the admissions page of the CETSS website 

www.cetsl.ie (The process can also be facilitated via phone-call to the office, should this pose 

difficulties for parents. The number is 021 4357030). 

• The closing date for completed application forms will be January 27th 2017.  

• Offers of places will begin on 15th February 2017, in the form of a more detailed enrolment 

form. 

• Failure to respond to an offer of a place in writing within 14 days of the offer being  

made will result in the place being forfeited.  

• Places will be offered in order of priority i.e. Priority 1, Priority 2, Priority 3, Priority 4  

and Priority 5. 

• Anyone applying after 27th January will be offered places on a first-come-first-served basis, 

should places exist (only after the 5 priority categories have been cleared). 

http://www.cetsl.ie/

