
Climate Action
Creating a Just and Sustainable World

Introduction to the short course for students



1. Introduction 

Climate Action short course - why it was 
developed? 
- urgency of challenge facing humanity 
- transformative education for young people 
growing up in a time of system transitions on an 
unprecedented scale

Course Specification 

- guided and informed by views of young people

- aims to support their demand for empowering 
education and a sustainable future. 

This is the specification 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKl95RDdJW3Q3vR1N


This is the specification 

Climate Action short course - why it was developed? 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKl95RDdJW3Q3vR1N


How was the course developed?

Expert advisory 
Group (10)

Youth advisory 
group (25)

Teacher Advisory 
Group (20)Scoping document, Specification, 

assessment guidelines

Development 
team research 

and review Consultation 
with advisory 

groups

Inputs from 3 
organisations

NCCA 
feedback



Aim of the course

This is the specification 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKl95RDdJW3Q3vR1N


Specification

 

Strand 1 (Unifying strand): Foundations for 

Climate Action

Strand 2: Me and my Community

Strand 3: Thinking Globally

Strand 4: Making Change

This is the specification https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKl95RDdJW3Q3vR1N

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKl95RDdJW3Q3vR1N


 

This is the specification https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKl95RDdJW3Q3vR1N

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKl95RDdJW3Q3vR1N


What will the course be like?

The approach of the course is a different to other subjects. Some important 
things about the way it’s taught are...
• It starts with you (Your thoughts, feelings and life experiences are very 

important, and needed to help decide what actions you’d like to take - 
sometimes we’ll decide together, teacher and students, what to learn..)

• It’s about action (You’re learning how to think critically, create and take 
part in action, be informed and make change in the world) 

• It’s about belonging, being connected to place, nature and 
community (We’ll try to include enjoyable outdoor experiences, group 
experiences and to be part of our local community)



What will we learn?
Strand 1 - Foundations

Here are some examples of what we will 
learn about over the 3 years.

These statements are called ‘learning 
outcomes’.

The course involves 100 hours of 
student engagement - usually 1 class per 
week over 3 years, but can be arranged 
differently in each school. 

These learning outcomes will be worked 
on gradually over this time.



• How I am connected to nature
• Learning outdoors
• The place where I live/go to school 
• My ideas for a sustainable community
• My skills and how I can make a 

difference in my area and my world

What will we learn?
Strand 2 - Me and My 
Community



• What is happening with climate change 
• How it has happened 
• How climate change affects people -why 

it’s unfair and what we can do about it
• How to analyse possible solutions and 

how to know if they will be fair and 
effective

What will we learn?
Strand 3 - Thinking Globally



• Different ways of changing the world
• How people have overcome big challenges in 

the past 
• How to organise in a group, make decisions 

and take action
• How to research and communicate 
• One or more practical hands-on skills for 

making a more sustainable world 

What will we learn?
Strand 4 - Making Change



Assessment - how will we know we are learning?

Reflection - We will decide a place to record and keep your ‘reflections’. These are your thoughts about 
your learning, which we will collect over time.

Action - You will carry out action in a group. The purpose of the action is to help create a more 
sustainable world and a future that you want - and you’ll learn skills along the way that will help you 
keep working in groups to change the world. You will keep a record of the action you work on, including 
pieces of your own work that you contributed to the group effort.

After the action, in 2nd or 3rd year, you’ll complete a ‘Classroom based Assessment’ - for this you’ll be 
able to choose a piece of your own work that you did for the action that you are proud of, and you’ll 
also answer some questions to help think back about what you learned. This piece of work and your 
answers to the questions will be used to choose a descriptor  (e.g. In line with expectations, Above, 
Exceptional etc) that will appear on your ‘Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement’ at the end of 3rd year.

Link to assessment  guidelines - 
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/1nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKl95RDdJW3Q3vR1N



Climate Action
Creating a Just and Sustainable World

What are you 
looking 

forward to?

Any 
questions?

?


