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I |I. Introduction

Climate Action short course - why it was
developed?

- urgency of challenge facing humanity Climate Action

Creating a Just and Sustainable World

Short Course

- transformative education for young people

growing up in a time of system transitions on an
Specification for Junior Cycle

unprecedented scale
Course Specification
- guided and informed by views of young people

- aims to support their demand for empowering

education and a sustainable future.
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Climate Action short course - why it was developed?

2. Rationale

Climate change Is the greatest challenge facing humanity. It is a challenge that touches all aspects
of our society and our personal lives - from where and how we live, what career we pursue to
how we feel about ourselves and sense of connection and solidarity with other people. Young
people are more affected by climate change than previous generations.Young people at the start
of the 2 1% century are transitioning into adult life at a time in human history which coincides with
the need for deep system transitions, on an unprecedented scale, across all aspects of societies.
Given the scale of the global challenges they are facing, young people deserve transformative and
empowering education which is specifically tailored to the context in which they find themselves.
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I How was the course developed!?

Inputs from 3
organisations

Expert advisory

Development

Group (10)

Consultation
with advisory
groups

NCCA
feedback

Teacher Advisory Youth advisory

Scoping document, Specification, Group (20) group (25)
assessment guidelines




This course aims to support learners to develop the knowledge, skills, values and
motivation for climate action, and to empower themselves to become life-long
participants in social change towards a sustainable and just world for all. The course
aims to achieve this by creating space and experiences that support learners to;

e develop personal motivations for climate action,

* explore root causes of climate change and linked global injustices,

* develop a critical consciousness (both emotional and cognitive) of how
environmental and social inequalities relate to their lives,

» develop visions of positive futures, and

* become skilled and confident organisers of collective action for social change

towards a just and sustainable society. This is th ficati
is is the specification
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4. Overview: Course

The strands in this short course are: £ Thinking
Sk ] 9 . / . Globall
« Strand | (Unifying strand): Foundations for Climate Action i .
e Strand 2: Me and My Community
 Strand 3: Thinking Globally W e = Making
e Strand 4: Making Change L @e i d’:"éf /
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| What will the course be like?

The approach of the course is a different to other subjects. Some important
things about the way it’s taught are...
* It starts with you (Your thoughts, feelings and life experiences are very
@ important, and needed to help decide what actions you'd like to take -
sometimes we’ll decide together, teacher and students, what to learn..)
'F.F;'F, * It’s about action (You're learning how to think critically, create and take
T part in action, be informed and make change in the world)
* It’s about belonging, being connected to place, nature and
community (We'll try to include enjoyable outdoor experiences, group
experiences and to be part of our local community)



What will we learn?
Strand | - Foundations

Here are some examples of what we will
learn about over the 3 years.

These statements are called ‘learning
outcomes’.

The course involves 100 hours of
student engagement - usually | class per
week over 3 years, but can be arranged
differently in each school.

These learning outcomes will be worked
on gradually over this time.

Complex systems, interdependence, dealing v

Anticipating  possible,

personal and gioba

Norms and value

Is, collectve action

cecision-making,
cal thinking, questicn

Ng assumptions

. global context

elings, thinking z2nd motivation for

Learning outcomes

St nts should be able t

Recognise that sustainability issues are
interconnected and that my life is a part of complex,
interdependent systems

.2. Compare different possible futures, to identfy
shared preferable future and some of the decis

mzke nowr to get there

.3 Assess the values, culture and political ideas that
have an influence in my life, my community and wader

4 Produce positive change by working together to
decide on and take action to address a root cause of
z sustzinability problem

A
-

.5 Demonstrate skills for worl
greups where members decide as equal

rces and data, applying understanding
thinking criticzlly, to form
mic*s about sustainability and

7 ;—pprel:x:tc the links between climate change and
g lcbzl inequalities past and present, how these mpact

on chmate action, anc Ny position within thé e

8 Appreciate the range of f e zbout
dimate change, and how my feeling with my
thinking, and with my motn/ation t¢ join or help create
social v:h:.ngv:

S Apply problem

-0
competences | have develooad in this strand
competences developec IS Strand



What will we learn!?
Strand 2 - Me and My
Community

* How | am connected to nature

* Learning outdoors

* The place where | live/go to school

e My ideas for a sustainable community

* My skills and how | can make a
difference in my area and my world

Strand 2: Me and My Community

Students learn about

Learning outcomes

Students should be able to

My place / Belonging

My connection t0 nature and place

2.1 Explore, through direct experience, an aspect
of my local environment and its connection to nmy
wellbeing,

Leamer voice and co-design, exploring ny
outdoor environment

22 Design collzboratively, learing experiences
including outdoor leaming which enhance

my welloeing and my understanding of the
interconnections between me and my local
environment or community.

Local change in z global world

2.3 Investigate aspects of the history and culture of
the communities in a place that | am a part of.

Creating a sustainable community

Seif-appreciation

2.4 Appreciate how my existing interests, skills,
knovdedge, values and creativity can make a
difference and contribute to My community and My
world.

Values and principles for environmental justice
and protecting ‘the commons’ (the things that
we inherit jointly and protect for generatons

0 come, such as the atmosphere, soils, oceans,

wildlie),

2.5 Design with others z set of values and principles
for a just and sustainable community.

Place-investigation

2.6 Investigate through 2 visit t0 one or more places
in the locality, how an aspect of my local community
could become or is becoming more sustzinable.

Community power

Community action

2.7 Review an aspect of the energy and materials use
of my school or ancther organisation that is or has
been sustainable and howr this came about.

Participation, energy democracy, sustainable
energy communities and CO-Operatives

2.8 Discuss case studies of how communities can
participate in and lead decision-making and action to
meet loczal needs in 2 way that fosters global solidarity.



What will we learn?
Strand 3 - Thinking Globally

«  What is happening with climate change

- How it has happened

- How climate change affects people -why
it’s unfair and what we can do about it

- How to analyse possible solutions and
how to know if they will be fair and
effective

Strand 3: Thinking Globally

Students learn about

Learning outcomes

Students should be able to

Earth limits

Erviironmental limits

3.1 Seplain the sostence of planstary soundanss.

Science of the Earth’s chimats system

32 Creat= using data and/or creative media, a way o
communicats 3 key earth science concept relevantto
sustainability.

Social context of climate changs

33 Discuss the history of the climate crisis

and rasponses to it at the level of nations and
corporations, using data about past emissions, weakh,
knowledge and power to act.

Economic systems and their impacts on the
climats

3.4 Examine economic ideas contributing to global
environmental limits being exceeded; and economic
ideas that can be implementad to protect people and
the environment.

Climate justice

Leadership of affzcted communiias

35 Research how people are reducing and adapung
to the effects of climate change, taking inspiration
from frontline communities engaged in participatory
prodlem-solving.

Intersection of climate injustice with racism,
gander, dlass and economic inequalities,
citizenship, age, genaration, woriang conditions /
workers’ rights or other factors.

3.6 Explore how climate change impacts on people
cifferently and the meaning of chmate justice.

Why the world is unequal — the history and
current systems that have made # =0, now s
context informs struggles today

3.7 Bxplore how racism and colonialism have
influenced demands for climate justice.

Applying a global jusice lens

3.8 Discuss how o apply an understanding of climate
justice and power inequalities to my personal and
group actions.

Critical thinking

Fuman-centred and nature-centrad worldvisws

Critical thinking about framing

3% Soplore value zystems in different socisties past
or present, and their impact on how societies relate

to nature.

310 Analyse meda sources to discuss now climats .
changs is coversd and presented, identfiing different
weorldviews that may influence this.

Critical thinking about causes

3.1 Produce a visual root cause analysis of dimats
changs with my peers; thinking critically about

the values and systems that play a role in ongoing
inaction.

Critical thinking about solutions, exploning
efficacy and farnesz, dizputes over falzz soluzons’

3.12 Evaluate a government response to climate
change in Ireland and ancther place, including
consideration of the rezponse from a climats justice
perspecive.



What will we learn!?
Strand 4 - Making Change

- Different ways of changing the world

- How people have overcome big challenges in
the past

- How to organise in a group, make decisions
and take action

- How to research and communicate

«  One or more practical hands-on skills for
making a more sustainable world

Strand 4: Making Change Learning outcomes

Students learn about Students should be able to

Social change

Tactcs in organising seciad change including but
not fimited toc personal transformation, lobbying
community organising rade union OrgaNIZINg
oooulareducaton, directacton, ovil dscbedence,
oyCot sETNg Up aternates, creatve ants. Socd
movement history

4. |dentfy awide range of tactics used by grouns and
1003 movemsnts to acheve changs towarcs justce
and sustainabilty.

42 Compare different approaches to cimate acticn,
identifying what motivates and nsoires me 1o challengs
and changs systems that are unsustainable or unjust,
and what helps me to maintain this motvation over
tme.

Approaches used by socia movemems and oy
governments; approaches fooused on consumption
or on political agency; indvidud and collective
aoproaches

43 Apply local knowledge intaang cimate acuon that
| have gathered with my peers by connecing with
cthersin my community.

Cydes of sood change over generations;
intergenerational leaming and youth actvism

Challenges and opportunities

44 Rezearch 3 poverfu company or 0n0MIC 320107
Using evidence to identify a focus for change. that is Dlocking or seeking to delay climate acton, why
itis doing 50, and how this might be challenged.

45 Injestgate what empowert peoDe and what
Empowerment, barrers and obsmdes disempowers pecple in communities that | am a part
participation of, to identify how more pecple might engage in
colectve cimate acuon.

Action skills

Facitaion skils how to ensure others can 4.8 Demoratrate faoltaton of 3 meetng deczon or
carucipate discuszion in a smal group of my peers.

4.7 Compare, through practice, votng and consensus
Skills and techniques for equal, indusve and as different ways of making decsons n groups, and
empowerning decision-making explorz the roe of partopatory CemoTasy N dlimane
acuon.

action, soldarity

42 Design and conduct & creatve action as 3 group
Which accresies a root cause of Cimats change or a
linked local-to-global sustainability i;sue.

49 Formulate a wew on how 10 improve a focal or
NETONA reIponIs totha dimats orisiz and communicate
this to a dedision-maker in my school, community or
govemment.

Collectve, youth-led action, creativity, meanngiu

Research ana advocacy

410 Jusafy, using oral communication for a sefected
Oral communication, speaking confidently audience, my cpinion about a pessible or proposed
cimate changs sowton that | nave researched.

Practical sustainability

41| Demorstrats 3 new practcal susanabilny kil
Leaming by doing developing a physical skil chozen from a range of skils identfied in discussion
through direct hands-on experence ‘with my peers, that | can use o comtribute 0 a
sustainadie future.



I Assessment - how will we know we are learning?

Reflection - We will decide a place to record and keep your ‘reflections’. These are your thoughts about
your learning, which we will collect over time.

Action - You will carry out action in a group.The purpose of the action is to help create a more
sustainable world and a future that you want - and you’ll learn skills along the way that will help you
keep working in groups to change the world.You will keep a record of the action you work on, including
pieces of your own work that you contributed to the group effort.

After the action, in 2nd or 3rd year, you’ll complete a ‘Classroom based Assessment’ - for this you’ll be
able to choose a piece of your own work that you did for the action that you are proud of, and you'’ll
also answer some questions to help think back about what you learned.This piece of work and your
answers to the questions will be used to choose a descriptor (e.g.In line with expectations,Above,
Exceptional etc) that will appear on your ‘Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement’ at the end of 3rd year.

Link to assessment guidelines -
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/folders/ | nPW-5H4nH_sUZYYaKI95RDdJW3Q3vRIN
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